Nora E. Self. 


The following information on Nora Self was assembled from various sources as 
credited. a 


The following is from a history background from the Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society, Alpha Sigma State, Washington. MU chapter. 


Nora E. Self, pioneer worker in Social welfare and school activities in Clark 
County, was born in Brock, Nebraska on May 20, 1888. 


She came to Camas in 1890 with her pioneer parents. She had a brother Ned 
there; two sisters, Bess and Mae, were born later. She attended local schools from 1895 — 
1903 and finished high school in Vancouver, coming and going week-ends by boat. 


After summer school at the College of Puget Sound, she taught her first school at 
Ellsworth-Image 1907 — 1908. and taught later in Washougal 1908 — 1911. 


After more education at San Jose, California, she taught Domestic Science at St. 
Mary’s Academy in Portland 1912 - 1916. 


Following summer sessions at Oregon State College and University of 
Washington, she came to Camas in 1916. She was Home Economics teacher, Dean of 
Girls and then High School principal for many years. She lived with her parents and 
cared for them until their deaths. She always had a great concern for members of her 
family. She retired in 1949 and passed away in 1958. 


Nora Self was exceedingly active in civic and educational circles. 


In the war years she organized Red Cross work in Camas, served for years in the 
Canteen field and Blood Bank service. 


For many families she was the center of all local welfare work and later became a 
member of the Community Fund Committee. She was a member of the Cemetery Board. 


She was a past-president of the American Association of University Women, first 
president and organizer of the Business and Professional Woman’s Club, a charter 
member of Camas- Washougal Soroptomist Club, and organizer and first president of 
American Legion Auxiliary. She was a member of the Washington Federation Garden 
Club and in later years of the National Retired Teachers Association. A favorite interest 
for her was the Clark County Guidance Clinic of which she was a charter member. She 
was the first a Woman member of the City Planning Commission. 


Washington State College called her to their campus to give her a special award 
“for her interest in community welfare.” 


Nora Self Hall, an English type building serving as school cafeteria and 
community meeting place, was named in her honor. 


She was chosen the first “Woman of Achievement” by the Camas- Washougal 
B.P.W. Club, the whole town felt this was a well-deserved honor. 


In the educational field she established Girls Play Day in the area and Girls’ 
League conferences. These are both high events in the present school extra-curricular 


schedule. For years the high school observed her birthday by dressing up nicely on Nora 
Self Day. 


She helped many boys returning from the service to finish tests for High School 
diplomas so they could go on to college or into vocations, She assisted many students to 


obtain scholarships, encouraged them in their future work, and then kept tract of many as 
they scattered over the world. 


She was a faithful member of the St. Thomas Catholic Church where she was a 
member of the Alter Society and in early years had been the organist. 


Besides all these activities, she had several well developed hobbies. Her choice 
collection of Madonnas from many places has been enjoyed by persons in the area. She 
had most fascinating albums of Hummel cards (some 154 or more) with the story of each 
and a collection of pictures on Madonnas from many foreign countries. 


In her hobby of weaving, she became almost an expert. She turned out beautiful 


pieces which she gave as gifts and a tapestry which she used to upholster her own 
furniture. 


For years she held a choice point of land above Camas and the river where she 
hoped to build a home. She finally was persuaded to give up the idea of country living, 
and though in ill health she had a small home built on property adjoining her family 
residence. She lived there a little more than a year before her death. 


Adelaide Howe 


My husband and I came to Camas to teach in 1923. I was associated with Nora 
Self as a high school teacher and assistant dean in class advisorships and on many 
committees. My husband worked with her for about twenty years as a science teacher and 
Junior High principal. 


